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SUBJECT : AMBASSADOR BOYA'S VIEWS ON WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE 
ON BENIN 

REF: (A) STATE 49275; (B) STATE 49305 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH AFAV DIRECTOR FEB 27 REPORTED REF 
( B), AMBASSADOR BOYA SAID THAT HE HAD MATTER HE WISHED 
TO BRING TO ATTENTION OF DEPT. BOYA CLAIMED THAT ON 
FEBRUARY 13 JOURNALIST KAREN DEYOUNG APPLIED FOR VISA AT 
BENINESE EMBASSY AND TOLD BOYA THAT SHE HAD BEEN RECOM- 
MENDED FOR VISA BY DEPT. BOYA THEN SAID THAT ARTICLE WHICH 
HAD APPEARED IN FEB. 27 ISSUE OF POST WAS GROSSLY IN- 
ACCURATE IN ITS DESCRIPTION OF BENIN, AND HE ASKED WHY 
DEPT SPONSORED SUCH JOURNALISTS IN THEIR VISA APPLICATIONS. 

IN ADDITION, HE WONDERED ALOUD WHY DEYOUNG HAD STAYED IN 
COTONOU TO DO SUCH AN ARTICLE WHEN HER STATED INTENT IN 
APPLYING FOR VISA WAS TO TRAVEL TO NIGERIA. 
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2. WE RESPONDED BY POINTING OUT TO AMBASSADOR THAT DEPT 
HAD NOT IN ANY FASHION RECOMMENDED DEYOUNG FOR VISA. HOW- 
EVER. SOME CONFUSION MIGHT HAVE EXISTED SINCE ON FEB 13. 

DEPT DID INDEED REQUEST EXPEDITIOUS TREATMENT OF VISA 
APPLICATION FROM TDY CONSULAR SECRETARY WOODAMS EN ROUTE 
TO COTONOU. DEPT REGRETTED THAT MISUNDERSTANDING 

HAD ARISEN. BOYA WAS SATISFIED WITH EXPLANATION. 

3. BOYA THEN NOTED THERE WERE MANY INACCURACIES IN 
ARTICLE. TWO WHICH HE POINTED OUT WERE ALLEGATION THAT 
BENIN STILL RECEIVES BUDGETARY SUPPORT FROM FRANCE (HE 
SAID FRANCE TERMINATED SUCH SUPPORT BECAUSE OF BENIN S 
POLITICAL VIEWS). AND CHARGE THAT BENIN WAS QUOTE SWORN 
ENEMY UNQUOTE OF WESTERN NATIONS. BOYA SAID IF BENIN 
WERE SWORN ENEMY OF US, HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SENT AS 
AMBASSADOR. BOYA REGRETTED THAT SUCH UNTRUTHS WERE 
PRINTED IN NEWSPAPER WITH AS WIDE CIRCULATION AS WASHING- 
TON POST. HE SAID THAT HE HAD TRANSMITTED ARTICLE TO 
GPRB WITHOUT COMMENT. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT DEYOUNG DID INDEED 
CLAIM THAT SHE HAD SPONSORSHIP OF DEPT IN APPLYING FOR 
HER VISA. IN LIGHT OF BENINESE CHAGRIN WITH HER ARTICLE, 

SUCH CLAIM MIGHT HAVE PLACED US IN POOR LIGHT HAD WE NOT 
BEEN ABLE TO EXPLAIN TO BOYA THAT WE HAD NOTHING TO DO 
WITH HER VISA APPLICATION. DEPT PLANS TO FOLLOW UP WITH 
DEYOUNG UPON HER RETURN TO WASHINGTON. INGERSOLL 
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